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Planting
Seeds

Edisa Weeks draws from a broad range of dance interests to
inspire a diverse student body. BY KATHRYN HOLMES

Ask Edisa Weeks what shaped her
into the artist and educator she is
today, and she will list an eclectic array
of mentors, collaborators and inspira-
tions. From her teen years as a member
of Marie Brooks’ Brooklyn-based Pan-
Caribbean Dance Company, studying
African and Caribbean dance styles as
well as basic modern technique, to her
professional career performing with
DanceBrazil, Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane
Dance Company, Jane Comfort and
Company and others, Weeks has leapt
at almost every opportunity in her path.

These days, in addition to directing
her own company, DELIRIOUS Dances,
Weeks is on faculty at Queens College
in Queens, New York—demographi-
cally the most diverse county in the
country. Weeks’ diverse personal experi-
ences give her myriad ways to connect
with her pupils. “I have such a broad
range of students,” she says, explaining
that in the same classroom, she might
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have people from Pakistan, Korea,
China, Nigeria, Russia, Armenia, South
America and beyond, as well as a variety
of ages and skill levels. “So, my goal is to
create a broad spectrum of dance artists,
dancemakers, thinkers and appreciators.
I look at my job as planting seeds.”

Since landing a position at Queens
College’s Department of Drama,
Theatre & Dance eight years ago, Weeks
has been teaching modern, composition
and several other courses, including a
pedagogy class for aspiring dance teach-
ers and a workshop that brings together
dancers and choreographers with actors
and directors to talk about crossover
between the two artforms. She also men-
tors student choreographers and coor-
dinates workshops with visiting artists
through the CUNY (City University of
New York) Dance Initiative.

She constantly finds ways to connect
her work as an educator with her own
artistic endeavors. For instance, while

DELIRIOUS Dances, in Weeks’
(pictured at rear and below)
Three Rites, Happiness

leading the mixed dance/drama work-
shop, Weeks reexamined how she inte-
grates theatrical elements such as text
and environment into her choreography.
“That class was a chance for me to ask
myself, ‘How do I embody what I'm
teaching?’” she says.

On Becoming an Educator

As a freshman at Brown University—not
planning to dance—Weeks had a chance
encounter with Paula Franklin that led to
her joining Fusion, the student-run dance
company that Franklin had founded. “I
was very raw,” Weeks says. “I had a lot
of passion, but not a lot of technique.”
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Photo by Julie Lemberger, inset by George Larkins; both courtesy of Weeks
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